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VERB CLASSIFICATION IN YATZACHI ZAPOTEC
Inez M. Butler

O. PFor many years we struggled over the classification of the
verbs of Yatzachi Zapotec, puzzled by the irregularities in

1. Yatzachi Zavrotec is spoken by about 1500 people in the munic-
ipality of Yatzachi el Bajo, district of Villa Alta, Ozxaca,
México. Field work has been done intermittently since 1952
under the auspices of the Summer Institute of Linguistics. Seg-
mental phonemes in native words include the following: fortis
consonants p, t, k, kw, &, s, 8, §, 1, n; lenis consonants b,

d, g, ew, &, z, %, £, 1, n; consonants noncontrastive with
regard to fortis-lenis articulation ?, y, R, Rw, ¥, m; vowels
i, e, a, 8, o,

the conjugations we had charted and unable to find a system of
classification which neatly accounted for all the things which
were occurring simultaneously. We were faced with an unmanage-
avle set of twenty-some classes with other sub-classes. It was
not until we decided to deal with just one factor at a time,
ignoring all others, that clear patterns began to emerge.
Person markers, then, required only two classes; aspect

markers required four classes, third person plural markers,
three classes; and stem variants, eight classes. Thus the
total number of classes was cut approximately in half.

I have described the classification of Yatzachi Zapotec
verbs in much more detail in my practical grammar. The purpose
of this paper is to make available to Zapotec colleagues the
princioles of verb classification used in my grammar and dic-
tionary.

1. Person markers.
There are two conjugations which differ according to the

bound verson pronouns which they take. The two sets of bound
pronouns are shown in table 1.

TA3LE 1
SETS OF BOUND PRONOUNS
Conjugation A Tonjugation LA
1 singular -3°? -da?
2 sinﬁular -07? -do?
3 respectful -e? -ne?
3 familiar -bo? -bo?
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Table 1 -- Sets of Bound Pronouns -- cont.
Conjugation A 7 Conjugation DA
3 animal -éb -b
3 inanimate -#n -n
1 pl. inclusive: =%o -%0
1 pl. exclusive -to” -to0?
2 pl. -le -le

The vast majority of the verbs belong to the A conjugation.
All verbs with stems ending in a consonant and those ending in
a vowel other than -e or -i belong to this conjugation, The DA
conjugation is made up of verbs ending in -e or -i. However,
stems ending in -e or -i may belong to either ccnjugation, so
the conjugation to which one of these verbs belongs must be
specified. '

Vowel final verbs of the A ccnjugation ars subject to morgho-
phonemic rules as they combine with th2 pronominal endings:

stem-final -a? -0° -e? -€b
vowel
a -a? -ao”? -e? -ab
o] -0a”? -0? -0e”? -0b
e -a? -0? -e? ?8Dp
e -ia? -io? -ie?/-e? -eb
i -ia? -io? -ie? -ib

Verbs of the DA conjugation which end in -e drop th= -e before
the first and second person singular endings -da? and -do?.2

2. The verb &-ake 'think', however, retains the -e before

-da? and ~do? in the potential aspect. The verbs &-aktole 'be
quiet' and %-onlebe 'do likewise' retain the -e before =-da®

and -d0? in all the asvects. The verb &-ene?e 'want' has a stem
alternate -e?ene in first and second person singular and then
drops the final -e accrrding to the ruie.
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Examples of the A conjugation:

Stem final consonant Stem final vowel-e

'read’ 'watch animals'
1 sg. g-lab-a? E-y-a?
2 ssg. g-lab-0? g-y=-0?
3 sg.resp. &-lab-e? E-y-e?
3 sg.fam. &-lab-bo? g-ye-bo?
3 sg.anim, g-1ab-8&Db g-ye-D
3 sg.inan. &-1lab-8n g-ye-n
1 pl.incl. g-1lab-%o E-ye-80
1 pl.excl. g-lab-to? E-ye-t0?
2 pl. g-lab-le E-ye-le

Examples of the DA conjugation:

Stem final -e

Stem final -i

'need' 'understand’

1 sg. g-yaZR-da? g-eRni?i-da?
2 sg. g-yaZR-do? &-eRni?i-do?
3 sg.resp. g-yaZRe-ne? g-eRni?i-ne?
3 sg.fam. g-yaZRe-bo? E-eRni?i-bo?
3 sg.anim, Z-yaZRe-b -eRni?i-b

3 sg.inan. g-yaZRe-n -eRni?i-n

1 pl.inczl. g-yaZRe-%0 g-eRni?i-%o
1 pl.excl. g-yaZRe-to? Z-eRni?i-to?
2 pl. g-yaZRe-le E-eRni?i-le
2. Aspects

The four primary asvects are Continuative, Stative, Comple-
tive and Potential. Tnere are four potential asrect prefixes
which divide the verbs into four aspect conjugations, and there
are three completive asctect crefixes which form the subdivisions
within the basic asovect conjugations. The completive aspect
nrefix is important because it serves as %he basis for the
sets of third cerson plural prefixes (section 3). The continu-
ative and stative orefixes remain constant. Tatle 2 displays
the sets’of asvect rvrefixes.
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TABLE 2
SETS OF ASPBECT PREFIXES
GWp Go Zero-p Tp
Continuative &- g~ g- g~
Stative n- n- n- n-
Completive
Bc b- b- b- b-
GWe gw- gw— aw-
Ge g- g-
Potential gw— g~ zero- y-
Examples:
GW- G- C- Y-
Potential Potential Potential Potential
R-Comoletive ‘'study' 'do, make' 'get toasted' 'descend'
Cont. &-sed g-on E-yel S-etk
Stat. n-sed n-on n-yed n-etk
Compl. b-sed b-en n-ye$ b-etk
Pot. gw-sed g-on ye¥ y-etk
GW-Completive 'buy’! 'ask'’ 'get cooked'
Cont. g-an Z-nat C-ey&?
Stat.  —e——- n-nab n-eyg?
Compl. gw-en gw-nab gw-eyé?
Pot. g-an nab y-eyg”?
G-Completive 'bathe’ 'want'
Cont. g-azk g-e?en-da?
Stat. n-azk = eee—e
Comrel. g-o0zk g-o0?on-da”
Pot. g-azk y-e?en-da®?
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There are four secondary aspects which combine with the pri-
mary asvects to form complex aspects. The secondary aspects
are the Going Directional, the Coming Directional, the
Frequentative Iterative and the Repetitive Iterative. The
secondary aspects do not entail further subclassification of
the verbs. The prefixes for the combinations of primary and
secondary aspects are displayed in table 3.

TABLE 3
PREFIXES FOR COMBINED PRIMARY AND SECONDARY ASPECTS
Continuative Stative Completive Potential
Going g-R- z-R- -R- ¥-R-
Coming E-edé- z-edé- b-edé- y-edé-
Frequentative &-e b-e- y-e-
Repvetitive C-ez b-ez y-ez

3. Third Person Plural.

Whereas there are distinct suffixes for first and second
person plural subjects, third person plural subjects retain
the third person singular suffixes and add a plural prefix to
the verb stem. There are three conjugations for third person
plural. Bc conjugation verb stems begin with a consonant and
have the completive aspect marked by b- in the singular.

Gc conjugation verb stems begin with a consonant and have tae
completive aspect marked by gw- in the singular. GWc conjuga-
tion verb stems begin with 2 vowel.

PREFIXES COMBINING PL332£“W%TH T4% SIMPLE ASPECTS
Cont.Pl. Stative Pl.Compl. Pl. Poten.Pl.
Conj. Be Z-8s878 zZR8-n b-8s8?8 y-8s8?8
Conj. Gec E-8s8?8 zRE-n g-0s8?8 y-8s8?8
Conj. GWc g-sV?- zZRE-n gw;sV7— -5V7=

(In the case or verb stems beginning with a vowel cluster or 2a
combination of V'Y, no vowel is added in the pluralizer, with
only -s- being added preceding the stem and with 2 glottal
inserted betweer the vowels if not already present.)
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4., Stem Variants.

Verb stems fall into two major classes: consonant-
initial stems and vowel-initial stems. The continuative
aspect of the verdb is most diagnostic for the basic form
of the stem.

Consonant-initial stems have three conjugations and vowel-
initial stems also have three conjugations.

Tre stem changes take place most commonly in the Poten-
tial and Completive aspects and in secondary aspect of
Going and Coming, often further distinguished for third
person plural.

The first conjugation of consonant stems keeps the same
stem throughout the conjugation.

TABLE 5
FIRST CONJUGATION OF CONSONANT STEMS

Continuative Stative Completive Potential

Simple sg. c C C c
pl. c S
Motion sg. c >
pl. C -
T

Example: &-sed *study’
Continuative Stative Completive Potential

Simole sg. &-sed n-sed b-sed gw-sed

pl. ¥-EsE?8-sed zRé-n-sed b-es&?8-sed y-esé?8-sed
Going sg. &-R&-sed

pl. &-RE-sé?8-sed
Coming sg. &-ede-sed

pl. g-ede-s&?8-sed
There are some verbs that telong to the itirst conjugation of

consonant initial verbs but they have a sporadic irregularity.

Verbs beginning with b- have a2 metathesis of the stem initial
b- with the gw=- of the completive prefix.
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Continuative Stative Completive Potential
'be thirsty' 3-bil(e)-da? m-bil(e)-da? b-gwil(e)-da?g-&bil(e)j-da?
"live' m-ban b-zwan d-&ban
‘own (field)'¥-ban(e)-da? m-ban(e)-da? b-gwan(e)-da? g-8ban(e)-da?
One verb beginning with k- changes the k- to kw- cnly in the

completive aspect after the prefix gw-. This change may be
attrituted to assirilation to the preceding prefix consornant.

'take away' &-kava n-kava gw-kwa?a kava

Verbs of the first conjugation represent a variety of stem
initial consonants:

b examole, &-bil(e)-da? 'be thirsty’
x example, &-ka?a 'take away'

t example, &-ta 'beat'

gw example, S-gwakw 'dress somebody'
s example &-seyRw ‘close'

z example &-zene "tell'

§ example &-%a%?a  'heat up'

¥ example &-Zigwd?§ ‘come close’

¥ example &-fop ‘'take down'

g examrle &-%og 'cut'

y example &-yeb 'watch animals'

1 example J&-1lab ‘read’

1 example ¥-la?al(e)-da?  'cause disgust'
n example &-neZRw 'give'

kw examrle &-kwa?an 'leave’

The second =cnjugation of consonant stems has a change from
lenis to fortis censonant in the Potential asvect and the fortis
ccrsorant also acgpears in the singular of the Motion aspects of
Going and Ccming.
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TABLE 6
SECOND CONJUGATION OF CONSONANT STEMS (F)
Continuative Stative Completive Potential
Simple sg. C C C F
pl. C >
Motion sg. F >
pl. c >
Example: &-da ‘'walk'
Continuative Stative Completive Potential
Simple sg. &-da n-da gw-da ta

pl. E-8s&?8-da
Motion sgz. E-edé-ta
pl. E-edé-da

The pairs of lenis and fortis cornscrnants in the verbs of this
class are:

z/s example %-za?a  'finish'

¥/% example ¥-%a?ado  'run'

2/% example -%op  'suck'

d/t example %-da  'walk'

/8 example g-%o%?0on  'throw'

n/n example - %-na  'say'

1/1 example %-1la  'hurt'

y/8 example g-yeyRw  ‘'close itself"

There are no examples of p/b, k/g, kw/gw.

The third conjugation of consonant stems has the change from
lenis to fortis consonant in the Potential asvect, and in addi-
tion has a change to a lenis non-grave consonant in the Comple-
tive asvect (represented ty L in Table 7). PFurthermore, it is
the initial consonant of the Tompletive aspect which appears
in its fortis counterpart in the singular of the Motion asrects
of Goinz and Coming and acrears in its Tenis form in the plural
ot *hese arnects,
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TABLE 7
THIRD CONJUGATION OF CONSONANT STEMS (L)
Continuative Stative Completive Potential
Simple sg. C C L F
pl. c C C C
Motion sg. L >
pl. L 5N
7
The sets of consonants in this verb class are:
y/&/d/t  example ¥-yi¥Rw ‘'pay' (12 verbs, all beginning
with yi...)
g/k/d/t example &-gan 'touch' (4 verbs, all beginning
with ga...)
b/kw/&/8 example &-be¥ ‘'cry' (5 verbs, beginning with
be-/bi-)
b/xw/%/8 example &-bil 'slip, slide' (1 verbd)
g/k/1/1  example &-goZo 'put inside' (4 verbs, three are

compounds of the first)

b/kw/1/1 example ¥-bek 'set it down' (S verbs)

The first conjugation of vowel initial verbs maintain a
constant stem in the simple aspects. The initial vowel is re-
placed by e in the Going aspect and by ye in the Coming aspect.

TABLE 8
FIRST CONJUGATION OFf VOWEL STEMS
Continuative Stative Completive Potential

Simvle sg. v v v v

pl. v v i v
Going \' s v v
Coming YV vV Yv YV
i example E-idé 'come' (3 verbs)
e example Z-etkx 'descend' (5 verbs)
o example E-0Z87e ‘rot' (2 verbs)
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The second conjugation of vowel initial stems add an initial
fortis consonant to the stem in the potential aspect, and this
consonant appears in the Going aspect, whereas its lenis coun-
terpart appears in the Coming asvect. This conjugation also
inserts a y before the initial vowel in tne stative singular
and oplural and in the completive singular.

TABLE 9 .
SECOND CONJUGATION OF VOWEL STENMS \S§)

Continuative Stative Completive Potential

Simple sg. v YV YV ¥ (or )
pl. \') Yv \') v
Going g (3) N
7
Coming Z (%) N

g/8/% example &-ey ‘'get burned' (11 verbs: i-5, o-4, a-2)
d/8/8% example &-as ‘'get up, arise' (2 verbs, both with a-)

The third conjugation of vowel stems inserts a consonant d-
before the initial vowel in the Completive aspect. The
singular motion asvects begin with the fortis t- and the plural
motion aspects begin with d-. The Potential aspect inserts a
stem-initial g- or %-.

TABLE 10
TEIRD CONJUGATION OF VOWEL STEMS (D)

Continuative Stative Completive Potential

Simple sg. v v Jo)'s GV (or 3¥V)
pl. v N
V 4
Motion s=z. TV o
ol. D7 «
Vd
¢/z/d/t example  &-ao ‘eat' (2 verbs)
p/%/d/t example &-eb 'swallow' (1 vern)

The fourth conjugation of vowel stems huve a vowel substi-
tution in the Tompietive singular: a and e =2re replaced by o;
o is replaced bty e. All verbs change to e in the Going aspect
ard to ye in the <Ccming aspect.
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TABRLE 11
FOURTH CONJUGATION OF VOWEL STEM (E)

Continuative Stative Completive Potential

Simple sg. \'s v 0/E v
pl. \'A v \'} V'
Going e N
K
Coming ye S

a/o example &-azR ‘'bathe' (19 verbs)
e/o example &-ene?e ‘'want' (2 verbs)

o/e example &-on 'do, make' (11 verbs)

84

Verbs with the dipthong o...e have the additionel feature of

drovping the o- in both the Completive singular and the Poten-
tial singular {(after prefix gw-). Example, ¥-oey&?é 'ccok':

rotential gw-ey¥?&, comcletive b-ey&?8, (3 verbs).

The fifth conjugation of vcwel stems replaces the stem

initial vowel with i in the Comnletive singular. The Going

asrect has the vcwel i; the Ccming aspect has yi.

TABLE 12
FIFTH CONCUGATICN OF VOWEZL STZMS (I)

Continuative 3Stative Comgpletive Potential

Simple sg. \'f v i 'l
o1. v .
¥ P4
Goirg i S
T
coming yi N
/
a/i examcle E-a’0 'bug’ (2 verbs)
o/i examzle &-osyava 'show' (1 vert)
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